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In our 150th year there are many special events and activities planned for celebration. The Fair Board 

felt it was important to pay respect to the efforts and generosity of past board members, volunteers, 

Delaware County Supervisors, community supporters and patrons of 150 years of success. We chose our 

theme as Inspiring Greatness. We feel that the past contributors inspired in us a level of greatness that 

we hope to carry forward. We have paid homage to these feats with an historical documentary film, this 

booklet and other special events happening the week of the Fair. Please join us as we celebrate our past 

and write the next chapter.  

One hundred and fifty years is a long time to carry on a tradition but when the custom is worth continuing 
it becomes a lot easier. The Delaware County Fair has a storied history rich with heritage and steeped in 
the annual rituals that bring a community together to celebrate a year’s accomplishments, promote new 

ideas and explore advancements in agriculture and technology. We are pleased to 
be honoring our Fair and our traditions in this 150th celebration brochure. 

We hope you’ll find the stories bound in this book to be as fascinating 
as we did as we discovered our past. We have done our best job to piece 
together a history that doesn’t always link together and have tried to put 
into one booklet the words and thoughts of our predecessors where as a 

team, through the years, we have built this cornerstone of Delaware County. 



1855
The first documentation of a fair being held 
in Delaware County was in 1855. The Fair of 
this time was managed by a group of citizens 
forming an Agricultural Society and was held on 
the lawn of the Courthouse in Delhi. This was 
actually Delaware County’s second courthouse, 
located in what is now the City Park in Delhi, 
before the county seat was moved to Manchester 
and the current courthouse was built in 1894.

The Story of the Bribe

2018 will bring the opening of the new 
permanent home of the Steer N Stein, the 
Cattlemen’s food stand. 

2018

2013
2013 was a landmark year that saw 
the completion of a project that 
involved the whole community. As the 
number of livestock exhibits grew, 
the need for a new show ring became 
evident. Support for the construction 
of the new facility came from local 
commodity groups, businesses, grants, 
members of the community and the 
final nudge came in the form of a 
$50,000 matching donation from 
Delaware County Farm Bureau. 
Donations were also made in the form 
of labor and materials making this 
project a total community effort.

~ A Three-Volume History of Delaware County, Iowa, 1834-1934, by Belle Bailey, produced through the efforts of the Delaware County Historical Society with assistance of  
 the Delaware County Conservation Board, reprinted in 1974.
 
~ History of County Governments in Iowa, published in 1992 by the Iowa State Association of Counties, Des Moines, Iowa.
 
~ The History of Delaware County, Iowa, published 1878 by The Western Historical Company, Chicago, Illinois.

~ The Federal Reporter, Volume 33, Cases Argued and Determined in the Circuit and District Courts of the United States, January – May, 1888, West Publishing Company, 
 St. Paul, Minnesota, Published 1888, as found and available in Google Books Digital Content Store.
 
~ Photos and articles from archived copies of the Manchester Press, Manchester Democrat and Manchester Democrat-Radio, various editions 1872 – 2018, and other photos 
 and artifacts held for preservation by the Delaware County Historical Society, Hopkinton, Iowa, with special project assistance from Patty Hucker, Tim Tutton, Todd and 
 Donna Boss, Ed and Pam Eike, Dan and Carolyn Lammers, Steve and Sheri Vorwald, Manchester Library archives and Delaware County Fair archives. Photo credit to: 
 Kevin McCusker Photography.

~ Special thanks to the Foundation of the Future of Delaware County for supporting this project.

~ Research and creative credit to Lori Scovel, Amanda Fortman and Amy Reeder.

1859
There is evidence of a Fair in 1859 and 1860 but as the country became engaged in the Civil War, the Fair, 
along with all other celebrations were put on hold. When the war was finished and the country was healing and 
trying to return to normal, we find the first makings of the Delaware County Fair Society. Our records show 
they tried several times to create this society formally and finally brought this to fruition in 1869. But as the 
group worked through the logistics of building their identity and creating a location to hold the fair, little issues 
seemed to arise. 



Perhaps the most famed Fair happened in 1859 when an inventor by the name of 
Alvin Morley exhibited a piece of wire with “barbs” or “snags.” This invention was 
the precursor to what we now term as barbed wire. A very famous patent case 

evolved wherein Joseph Glidden had to defend his “invention” as being new. 
Ultimately Glidden was awarded the patent but as you can see evidence 

supports the theory that barbed wire was invented in Delaware County, Iowa.

1859 The “Morley Invention”

The late 2000’s brought more expansion as the Fairgrounds 
completed the purchase and sale of land all in one day. 30 acres 
to the east of the fairgrounds was available. The leadership of the 
fair board partnered with the City of Manchester and Cornerstone 
Church to acquire this land. The fairgrounds made the purchase 
of all 30 acres and then immediately gifted 5 acres to the City for 
a retention pond and sold 15 acres to the Church. Subsequently 
the church chose to sell this ground to the West Delaware School 
District for the construction of a bus barn. The new land purchased 
in December of 2008 did not sit idle long as the new outdoor 
horse arena was erected here in the spring of 2009. 

2008

The turn of the new century brought huge 
milestones in the size and footprint of the 
fairgrounds. 2001 saw the construction of the 
new grandstands leading to the opportunity 
to host larger events including concerts. The 
first VIP concert was held bringing about a 
marquis event that has become a mainstay 
for nearly two decades.  Some of the biggest 
groups on record to perform at the fair 
include The Beach Boys, Foreigner and 
Montgomery Gentry. Additional area was 
also purchased in 2001 to accommodate 
more parking and extra space for added 
campgrounds. As the fair continues to grow, 
the grounds and buildings have also grown 
with it to meet the needs for expansion. 

1993

2001

Throughout the years, 4-H and FFA has 
partnered with the Delaware County 
Fair to meet the mutual goal to provide 
an outlet for youth to flourish and find 
success in meeting their own goals. 
This relationship has created a positive 
environment for both entities. In 1993 
the two collaborated to build a food 
stand with additional meeting space 
known now as the 4-H Food Stand 
and Club House. The food stand serves 
as a place where families can find a 
nutritious meal at an affordable price 
especially for families who spend the 
whole week at the Fair. Their famed 
taco salad is known as a must have at 
the fair each year. The 4-Her’s serve 
over 6000 taco salads each year! 

the need for expansion



In 1880 documents show 
evidence of the first land 
purchase. 33 1/3 acres were 
purchased by the Fair Society 
from Joseph Belknapp for the 
purchase price of $2833.33. 
You’ll note the land went all the 
way over to Franklin Street at 
that time.

1873
Fairs were similar in the early years as in 
addition to their agricultural roots, they sought 
to bring in entertainment to thrill their guests. 
Thrill shows were the norm and premium 
money for the winners was also a staple even 
in the early years. Note the premium (in the 
ad to the left) paid to the winner of the horse 
race.

1880 The mid 1980’s ushered in an increased utilization of the fairgrounds during the off 
season with the construction of the Community Center and remodeling of the Pavilion. 
Due to the rental success of the Pavilion, the need for a second building on the fairgrounds 
was determined and the Community Center was 
built in 1986. In 1989, the Pavilion was updated 
to create a more modern event center capable 
of meeting the varied need of larger events in 
Manchester. Off season event dates now average 
32% of the annual budget as the grounds play 
host to approximately 280 reservations per year. 

1986
1989

1869
In 1869 the Delaware 
County Agricultural 
Society was formed and 
the first fair in our 150 
years of storied history 
was held. In the first years, 
getting animals to the 
event was difficult with 
the lack of current options like trucks and trailers. Many 
chose to bring their animals to the Fair by train. 

a
devastating

loss



1915
As once again the country was 
embattled in war, and people were 
struggling with war time troubles, it 
appears the Delaware County Fair 
was hit hard financially. The fair 
of 1915 was cancelled. In order to 
combat their financial difficulties 
the Agricultural Society chose to 
become a stock company and sold 
stocks for $10 per share. 

1898 Premium Books from 1898 show evidence that many of our traditions 
today were first rooted in the past. The payment of premiums, the selling 
of ads in the premium book and the schedule of livestock shows coupled 
with entertainment are much the 
same now as they were then. 

1908

1977

1976 brought the construction 
of the Robert E. Hall Memorial 
Building, also known as the Hog 
Barn. Measuring 60’X220’, the Hog 
Barn is the longest building on the 
fairgrounds. As the 1980’s rolled 
in, Delaware County would lead the 
nation in pork production making 
space important for swine exhibitors 
in Delaware County.

1976

A devastating loss would be 
felt in 1977 as fire swept 
through the grandstand 
leveling the structure 17 days 
prior to the opening of the 
annual Fair. The smoke was 
clearly visible all the way to 
Ryan and the fire razed not 
only the grandstand but two 
permanent foodstands and 
many items purchased and 
stored for the fair as well. 
In finest fashion, the Fair 
industry came to the rescue 
and the All Iowa Fair in Cedar 
Rapids offered the use of two 
sections of bleachers free of 
charge for the 1977 fair. 

a fair premium

Bob Hall
Extension Director 1948-1978



In 1916 the Fair 
returned but was 
revived as the ‘Jubilee’. 
Many portions of 
the fairgrounds were 
revitalized. And in 
1917 it was renamed 
the ‘Fair and Jubilee.’

1916

1918

1920

After the fair reinvented itself as the Fair and Jubilee it was 
able to construct several new buildings including a livestock 
pavilion that was 66X100’, a dance pavilion and a hog house. 
The Dance Pavilion is the only structure still standing today 

and it has become the epicenter of the Delaware County Fairgrounds. It still serves as 
a place to meet, dance and house 4-H exhibits each July during Fair week. In the fall of 
2016 this building underwent some structural repairs to the rafters and thanks to this 
renovation, our 100-year-old building continues to stand tall today.

1953

1957

1956

The next two decades proved to be a period of 
vast changes for the skyline of the fairgrounds. 
1953 brought the installation of the Quonset 
building. It’s reported the building’s original 
purpose was to house commercial exhibits. 
It proudly still serves that purpose 65 years 
later. 

1957 brought the addition of a fir wood floor to the 
Pavilion. This dance floor has welcomed weddings, 
class reunions, anniversary parties and baby showers 
in the past 61 years. During this time, nearly every 
person in Delaware County probably attended, or 
was at least invited to attend, a special event held in 
the Pavilion.

Left to Right: Jake Mangold, Verne Mangold, Vernon Maurer, Burl Johnson, Walter Boss, Muriel 
Maurer, Howard Traver, _________ McElliott, Don Lyness, John Boss, William Heiberger, Louis Lyness, 
Paul Guilgot, Dale Falconer, Harold Falconer.

Ribbons and cattle have been a main stay of this Fair. Note the ribbon from 1919 and 
the cattle in this picture were exhibited by many ancestors of 4-Her’s today. 

 jubilee revival



1923

1936

1948 1949 In the 1923 article, we see the mention of Farm Bureau Day. 
This proves this organization has been a friend of the Fair since 
its inception in 1918. Upon its creation the Farm Bureau also 
encompassed Extension Service, and from 1918 until 1955 was the 
main contributor of funds for it. In 1955 the two became separate 
entities and Extension Services became Iowa State University 
Extension. Farm Bureau and the Iowa State University Extension are 
both celebrating their 100th anniversary in 2018. We are fortunate 
to call both supporting groups our partners.

4-H kids love to sell their livestock at the 
Delaware County Fair. Many times the 
auction provides the youth with money to 
save for college and the expenses that come 
with it. We see that this tradition has been 
happening since at least 1948.

1925
1925 and 1926 brought some new changes 
but ideas that still remain today. A parade was 
introduced and was followed by the crowning 
of the first Fair queen the following year. 

Horse and auto races 
were just a few of 
the spectacles that 
were featured on the 
track at the Delaware 
County Fair. The half 
mile oval was a main 
attraction for many 
years, drawing viewers every year to new and 
exciting events. Now the fair features only 
a portion of the original track, measuring 
100x400 ft in front of the grandstands. 

Through the years the Fairgrounds has played host 
to a multitude of events, such as the National Farm 
Field Day. In these pictures from 1949 we can see 
the large crowds that gathered for this event. Over 
25,000 people were in attendance that year. 

Queen of
  the Pageant



1942

Beauty and grace have often been 
found in the matters of Fair Queens, 
Commodity Princesses and Fairest 
of the Fair. In 1946 Georgeann 
Kramer Fox elegantly distributed 
ribbons to the horse exhibitors 
with all the poise, beauty and 
charm that has characterized our 
royalty over the course of years. 

1946

Highlights of the fair 
have always been thrill 
seeking and death 
defying. Pictures from 
the 1939 Fair showed 
jalopy races were the 
main event. Thrilling it 
was, several accidents 
and near death 
experiences were 
the headlines of that 
race bringing drivers 
a visit to the hospital 
but excitement for 
the fair-goer. The 
scheduled act for the 
1940 Fair, Jimmie 
Lynch’s Death Dodgers 
automobile thrill show, 
promised that at least 
three automobiles 
would be completely 
demolished and that 
the show would “run a 
full two hours!”

1939 1940

beauty and grace


